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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1854.

THE WAR AND THE EASTERN QUESTION.
' Wo of America, separated by nearly two thou¬
sand leagues of ocean from the theatre of the war,
having no direct and instant interests dependant upon
its issues, no national amour j)ropre at stake, nor

love of glory to be gratified by its victories, have
some advantage of position over other nations for the
formation of sound opinions with regard to the con¬

flict in which the loading Powers of Europe aro

now engaged. It may bo safely assumed that no

intelligent observer, whose mind is not biased by
".onal prejudice, can have failed toxoncludo. that,

~ -7r'~r.*m*i> v*u wuc 01

contention and fruitful source of European war, the
il balance of power j" in other woius, national ag¬
grandizement, irrespective of the rights of r'hers
and of the general interests of humanity, whi« \ in
infinitely varied forms, have been the burden u L./t
tory since history has been a written reeorand
which will continue to be so, there id rca^n fear,
till history shall cease its function. For aught that
now appears and it is with deep pain as Americans
that we give utterance to the apprehension.advance
in civilization, the ameliorated condition of the
masses, improved social institutions, assured civil
rights, and largo political liberty are destined rather
to operate a change in its mode of manifestation
than to extinguish the principle, apparently insepa¬
rable from our nature, impelling nations to war.

Popular passions and so-called national interests
take the place of princely passions and dynastic in¬
terests, and the scourge of war is inflicted upon
poor humanity with as little scruple now as when
nnmitigatod feudal oppression weighed upon Eu¬
rope, or, at remoter epochs, when heathenish dark¬
ness brooded over the world. This instinct of ex¬

pansion indicates, we think, one of tho most promi¬
nent dangers threatening our own Republic; and
the Democratic element among us is showing itself'
as eager as Kings have done fur war as its agent,

Having taid thus much by way of establishing!
the impartiality of our judgment, we may proceed I
with more boldness to expose w*hat seem to us the
real motives of the parties to the present war, and
express incidentally some of our views relative to
the Eastern question in general.
We hold that France no more than England,

nor England more than France, nor Russia more

than either, are in a position to invoke the sympathy-
of the world, spectators of the contest, and challenge
admiration as being engaged in the magnanimous
and unselfish support of the essentially just cause.

Turkey alone of all the belligerents excites interest

t>7 the intrinsic merits of her case. She personifies
right struggling ngainst might. She draws largely
npon our sympathies by her position as a weak na¬

tion fighting for national existence; as the weaker
party insulted and wronged by a powerful neigh¬
bor, who is pursuing her to her ruin. She com¬

mands, too, to a ccrtain extent, our respect by the
actual strength and energy displayed in her de¬
fence. We had thought that the day for the dis¬
play of such vitality as she has recently exhibited
was long since past for Turkey. But we were

reading no later than yesterday of a serpent, whose
head had been actually severed from the body,
placing itself in coil, and fiercely striking its bloody
neck in the face of a man who rudely trod upon its
tail. Perhaps it is such vitality that we are now

Witnessing in Turkey. Tho man thus struck was

represented as fainting and falling beneath the
harmless blow. The imagination of the Czar, we

believe, will be found to be less impressible.
Bussia has stronger nerves. But, some may be
disposed to ask, what is there, apart from the con¬

siderations just alluded to, that should enlist dis¬
interested observers in the Turkish cause, and in¬
duce men who take only cosmopolite views of the
Eastern question, studying solely its bearings npon
liumanitary interests and the concerns of tho world
at large, to form wishes for tho final and complete
triumph of the Turkish arms ? Turkey, they allege,
ia Mussulman and Ottoman; that is to say, sho is
ignorantly, bigotcdly, fanatically, invincibly opposed
to the propagation of the Christian religion, to the
introduction of Western civilization, so magnificent
in its results already obtained, so brilliant in its
promise. We know, indeed, how difficult of access

Turkey is to modern reforms, and we fear that up to
this time Mohammedanism counts more converts
from Christianity than Christianity from Moham¬
medanism : yet we hesitate to range ourselves with
those who say that the Turkish Empire in Europe
has lost its vital principle and must speedily dis¬
solve j who rejoice in anticipation of this result,
and wonld even precipitate it, thinking it better for
the world's interests that the Mussulmans be dis¬
possessed, and their admirable territory occupied
by any Power, whether English, French, German,
or Russian, that would make it the seat of the
Christian religion and of modern civilization. We
are no theologians; we do not profess to be pro¬
phets or the eons of prophets; we will not, there¬
fore, adopt this bold solution. Bat who knows,
after all, whether Providence does not mean to bring
about the promised unity of all nations in the reli¬

gion of the Cross by the extinction of name as well
as by the conversion of others ? See what is taking
place before our eyes upon our own continent ot

North America. When all men arc of oue faith,
and the Christian religion prevails universally,
where will be the red men of America ?

Pass we now to Russia. We caunot yield our cre¬

dence to the religious pretext which represents the.
Czar as moveil in the present war by a desire to protcct
from Mussulman oppression the fifteen millions of
Christians numbered among the thirty-six millions
of subjects composing the Ottoman empire. W c

have too much respect for the Czar to suppose that
he ever believed such pure unmixed pretension
would be accredited in the world. It was intended for
real effect, and had real effcct only within the bounds
of his own empire, where, with at least fifty-five
of his sixty million subjects, bigoted religious fana-jticism is the only common sentiment capable of being
appealed to to rouse them to vigorous united action.
The Emperor doubtless thought this moment op¬
portune to advance another step toward the accom¬

plishment of that traditional Russian policy which
looks to nothing less than the absorption in his vast

Empire of the whole Sclavonic race, the whole of
Turkey in Europe, the possession of the Dardanelles
and the establishment of Constantinople as his de¬
finitive capital, or the capital of an empire for a

scion of his family. The sagacity of the Czar was de¬
ceived as to the amount of opposition to be met with
^jn his contemplated advance. He feared Turkey
little, Austria leas; and did not anticipate as

Bible (who did?) that alliance of England and
Franc .whose mere morv' tffee* bus 'S'/eauy been jto stop his advancing legions on the banks of the
Danube, cause the evacuation of the Provinces so

haughtily seizod, and favor the array by Austria of
a most threatening military force upon his own

western frontiers; an alliance which has thrown
into his own Province of Crimea a well-appointed
invading force of nearly one hundred and twenty
thousand men, now engaged.and it will probably
succeed.in wresting from him his naval supremacy
in the Black Sea and the elements of future ag-1j grandizement, by the ruin of Scbastopol and the;
destruction of his fleet. Had this formidable al¬
liance and its gigantic efforts been foreseen by the
Czar, it is hazarding little to assert that he would
have adjourned to a more convenient season the exe-

cution of his schemes against Turkey.
But we are not among those who are disposed to

regard as the greatest evil that could befall modern
civilization, and the grand material interests of the
world at large, the establishment of the Czar at

Constantinople, even in the plenitude of his power,
in fall realization of his ambitious dreams. Per¬
haps those interests would be better subserved and
secured by a British or French dominion. But canj
it be doubted that the Russian sway would consti¬
tute an amelioration, an actual progress, in compari-,
eon with the existing state of things i We sec plainh
why England, in watchful consideration of her own jspecial interests, should contemplate with alarm a

Russian occupation of the Dardanelles and Con-,
stautinople. A rival competitor for influence in
Asia would find his power vastly increased, and
would be in possession of a capital intermediate po¬
sition, from which he might occasionally embarrass,
if disposed to do so, England's communications with
"her East .Iudia possessions." Perhaps these con¬
siderations had some little effcct in inducing Eng¬
land to accept the alliance with France and Turkey
for the prosecution of the present war against Rus¬
sia. Wc perceive plainly, too, a danger to the
special interests of France effected by the establish¬
ment of the Czar on the Dardanelles and at Con¬
stantinople. With England at Gibraltar and Rus¬
sia on the Dardanelles, the Mediterranean would
hardly ever become what the French so complacent¬
ly contemplate, " a French lake." France, pent up
and hampered by the occupation, would rather de¬
cline as a commercial and naval Power, while the
commercial and naval interests of Russia would re¬

ceive an impulse that would promptly make her t he
rival, the equal, and before long probably the superior
¦of France. Magnanimous and chivalric France
would, we know, indignantly repel the insinuation.
Perhaps it is unjust, but we cannot help suspccting
that these considerations.it may be all unconsciously
to herself.quickened her resolutions when she so

generously buckled on her armor and " rushed to
the defence of the weak against the strong," of the
feeble Sultan against the threatening Czar. The
suspicion, injurious as it is, derives confirmation
from the fact that Poland, Hungary, and Italy have
all implored help in vain from France. Their need,
too, was pressing, being the weaker parties engaged
in an almost hopeless struggle with the strong.
But thoy had not the advantage of possessing the
Dardanelles.
Nor would the Emperor of Russia, wc believe,

though despotic by the form of his Government, and
meaning to remain so, systematically exclude lrom
his dominions, if established, in European Turkey
the light of modern civilization. On the contrary,
immense regions now closed by Mussulman bigotry
and prejudice would be opened, and largely, to the
literature and science, to the material and moral
ameliorations of Western Europe. Russia is des¬
potic ; so iff France, and perhaps quite as intensely
so. By despotism we mean the concentration of all
political power in the hands of the Monarch. But
Russia is an intelligent despotism. The Emperor
feels that he is at the head of a young, robust, still
rising Empire, of vast undeveloped resources, of a

not distinctly defined but a certainly grand and
proud future; that his Empire is destined to play
a leading rdle in tho drama of European politics for
centuries to come. He is intelligent, with no nar¬

row prejudices that will prevent his accepting with
alacrity and utilizing all new ideas (political liberty
alone excepted) that may conduce to the develop¬
ment of the intellectual and physical resources of his
Empire, and quicken its progress to that eminence
of splendor and power to which fce firmly believes it
is destined. He knows that widely-extended com-1
merce, judiciously fostered manufactures, free in¬

dustry, literature, and science constitute now-a-days
the means of national progress. The history of his
administration for the last twenty years shows with
'what energy, liberality, and intelligence he baa ad

vanced in this direction by inviting to his dominions,
und seeking to domesticate there, iorcign literature,
scientific improvements, and mechanical and indus¬
trial capacity of every description, from whatever
quarter they may present themselves. He has,
moreover, for many years been notoriously engaged
in ameliorating the condition of the twenty-two mil¬
lions of crown serfs, composing nearly one-half of
the laboring population of his Empire. And notable
success has attended bis efforts. We know, from the
history of England under Ilenry VIII. and Eliza¬
beth, and of France under Louis XIV. and Napo-
eon I, the height of splendor, power, and civiliza¬
tion to which nations may rise, even under the strict
reign of the purely despotic principle of government.
Let us not despair, then, of the enlightenment und
progress of the material and intellectual ameliora¬
tion of the condition of tho numerous millions who
will live beneath his sway when the sceptre of the
Czar shall bo established in Constantinople and his
cannon (if such be destiny) command the Darda¬
nelles. A great interval of amelioration will remain
to be traversed before Russia attains the pointof popu-
lar material and intellectual well-being occupied by
the France of to-day. This point, it seems, is quite
attainable under the reigu of the purely despotic
theory of government, and, it is hoped, to be found
consistent with the permanence of that theory. Let
Russia under the Czars attain that point, and we

iipiiBl have morefaHl^in oannons and lesa in that
f irresistible law of progress which we believe is car¬

rying the human race forward to improved condi¬
tions of material and moral existence, not to hope
that the Russians of that day, as the French of this,
would soon possess themselves, despite the omnipo¬
tence of Czars and Emperors, of the measure of po¬
litical liberty they may be fitted to enjoy.
Michigan..Tho election of Mr. George \V.

Peck, Democrat, in the fourth Congressional dis¬
trict of Michigan, is now conceded. The other
three members elect are Whigs, so that the delcga-
tion from the State will be as follows :

Dist. I'resont Congress. Next Conjrefs.
1...David Stuart, Dem "William A Howard, Whig.
2 David A. Noble, Dem Henry Waldron, Whip.
3...Samuel Clark, Dem David S. Walbridge, Whig.
4...H«ctprL. Stevens, Dem...Geo. W. l'eck, Dem.

Florida..The official vote of Florida in the late
election shows Maxwell's (Dem.) majority for Con¬
gress to be 1,074. Tho whole Congressional vote
of the State was 1G/208, showing an increase on
the vote of 1852 of 1,050. Iu the Legislature the
Democrats will have three majority in the Senate
and probably five in the House.

1 The total coinage of the United States Mint in
Philadelphia from January 1st to September 30th
Amounted to 070,1*21.

Exprbimknts in Guknekt..Ever since July last, with
occasional unavoidable intermieBions, a Beries of impdr-
tant experiments has been progressing at the Washing¬
ton Navy Yard, under the superintendence of Lieut. John
'A. Dahlgreen, assisted by Lieut. Jones. The object is
to test the metal (cast-iron) of which a heavy pieoe of
ordnance is constructed, with a view to its adoption in
the navy. The gun is the largest in the country, with a
b»ve of eleven inches, and weighing sixteen thousand
pounds. Upwards of'one thousand and forty rounds have
been fired thus far.generally tLirty a day. Fifteen pounds
of powder serves for a Bingle charge, and the shot aver¬

age each one hundred and sixty-eight pounds. The cannon,
we learn, was manufactured at a Northern private estab¬
lishment. The shell arc fired into an embankment, from
which they are recovered, and again mude use of for the
experiments. Twelve men are required to work this mam¬
moth pieoe of artillery. The kkilful engineers minutely
note the atiects vt tli» «eDar<it> discharges on the metal ol
the gua..Sentinel.

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE.
The sloop-of-war Plymouth, John Kklly, Eeq. com¬

mander, sailed from llong Kong, China, July 29, bound
to Annapolis via Singapore, Penang, and the Cape of
Good Hope, and arrived in September at Singapore,
whence she was to sail on the 20th. fc>he has on boa:d
the preeeuts from the Emperor of Japun to the President
of the United States, and may be expected about the lat¬
ter part of December.
The corvette Germantown was at Rio Janeiro on tlie

8th October.officers and crew all well.
The brig Cambridge was at Montevideo on the 2-ji of

September.all well.
Orders have been received by the Commandant or the

Navy Yard at G6?port to prepare all the vessels which
can be equipped for orders.

t .

A few days ago the Commandant of the 1 biladelpbia
navy yard was directed to get the United States e'.oop-
of-war Jamestown ready for sea immediately. Her des¬
tination has not been divulged to the public.
At the Brooklyn navy yard about one hundred and ntty

meohanics are at work upon the United States liigate
Conartts, fitting her for sea with all possible dispatch.
The work on the Sabine has been quickened by the addi¬
tion of a number of men, and every effort is making to
«et her ready for sea with the utmost dispatch.
Orders were received at the Charlestown (Mass.) navy

yard on Friday to fit out the United States eloops-of-wur
Cyane and Saratoga as soon as possible. £

FRENCH "LIQUOR LAWS."
From the Montreal Pilot we learn that a provisional

decree was published in the Moniteur, at Paris, on the
23d September, which is understood to be the tirst of a

series inaugurating tbe policy of free trade, and which
will probably be more important in its results than a su¬

perficial examination would indicate. Heretofore the
duty on rum and colonial liquors admitted into France
hao been about 80 cents a gallon. Upon gin and whiskey
there whs an absolute prohibition. This new decree ad¬
mits all foreign spirits at a uniform duty of fifteen francs
the hectolitre.
The object of this abandonment of the protective sys¬

tem is to put a check upon the manufacture of spirits in
France. For a long period France was one of the cheap¬
est countries of Europe.so cheap that a citizen who
owned a rental of two hundred dollars per annum might
retire from public life and enjoy, upon his small income,
otium cum diynitnte. Of late years, however, the expenses
of living have increased very much in France, and this is
said to be owing to the circumstanoe that articlos of
general consumption, such as grain, potatoes, and beet
root, have been in a great measure diverted from
their proper use, and devoted to the manufacture of
spirits. This is particularly the case with the article of
beet root. The cultivation of this vegetable was intro¬
duced into France by Napoleon I. for the purpose of se¬
curing a home production of sugar; but the principal
beet root growers, tempted by the rising price and in¬
creasing demand for French brandy, have long since eon-
verted their sugar manufactories into distilleries, and
during the year 1853 distilled nearly two million gallon*
of alcohol. The distillation of grain, too, has increased
in such a degree as to create quite a panic among the
consumers. Even the juice of the grape ia the south of
France is converted into alcohol instead of being used in
its primitive state. Such being the ruinous state of af¬
fairs, it was obviously nccessary to check the use of these
substances for distillation, and the most feasible method
of so doing has been adopted.that of permitting the dis¬
tilled liquors of other countries to be introduced at a no¬
minal rate of duty..Botton JuurntL

In Lowell (Maes.) on Saturday night Mr. RicharpSsa-
to* was robbed of his watch by a fellow who put over his
mouth a cloth wet with some liquid whteh nearly stran¬
gled him, and left him to be discovered by the poUce in
a senselebs condition. The scamp was subsequently ar¬
rested.

THE SODLE AFFAIR CLOSED.

The annexed article, which appeared in our Gov¬
ernment paper, the Union, on Saturday, gives official
assurance to the public of what we havo already
unofficially announced through our Paris letter,
namely, the settlement of the Soule difficulty:

" The Order Denying Mr. Soule a Passage through
France Revoked..In announcing this agreeable in¬
telligence, we ouVjt remark at present that, so far as
we could learn, it was the opinion of those who had the
best means of fortomg a correct judgment upon the
case that the refusal of the French Government to
permit Mr. Soule to enter into France, which, unex¬
plained, certainly appeared to bo an act of dis¬
courtesy and a manifestation cf unfriendly senti¬
ments towards the United State?, was the result of
erroneous impressions, and' that, when the matter
was fully examined, the older would bo revoked.
We are rftjoioed to be able to announce that this ex¬

pectation has been realized. Mr. Souk has not
only permission to enter into France, but has prob¬ably already availed himself of it, aud is on his re¬
turn to Madrid. Ifhis information was icceived bytho last stoamer, just in time to be forwarded to the
United States, unaccompanied by any explanationwhich alluded to it.

" The conduct of Mr. Mason in this delicatc and
unpleasant affair has bee a, it is understood, eminent¬
ly judicious and proper. There was nothing in the
state of our rolations with France which could have
justified any *ct of unfriendliness towards this coun¬
try, and we presume that this feature of the esse,
strongly mark®4f*#*& *as when %st presented, jril|be removed by the explanations which probably ac¬
companied the revocation of the decree by which our
Minister to Madrid was denied entrance into the
territories of France. We reserve further com¬
ments upon this affair until this explanation is
known.". Union.

Although the incident referred to has been set¬
tled, and is no longer a subject for discussion, yet
the Paris paper, the Constitutionnel, being regarded
as the semi-official journal of the French Govern¬
ment, we think it proper to copy from it the an¬
nexed article, which is supposed to express the
views of that Government' respecting the Soule
affair. ,

FROM THE FAB1S COHSTITtJTIOHNEL OF NOVEMBER 1.
There ia no nation which ecctns better calculated than

the United States for living in good understanding with
France. The friendly feeliug so natural between the
two countries showed itself from the very commence¬
ment of the Amcricm Union. It whs then commanded
by interests, as it is now commanded by interests and
traditions; for the direction which the old* French mon¬
archy had given was followed by succeeding Governments;and if there was any name that could revive these remi¬
niscences in America, it is nssuredly that of the Sover¬
eign who now governs Franco. The first empire prac¬tised towards the United States, with the amplitude of
ideas which was peculiar to it, a policy which has been
always considered a; this side of the Atlantic as one of
the essential points if our system of alliance. The prin-ciple of appealing to the nation, and of univ«*:val voting,which the new dynaity has taken for its starting point,could only have for «onsequence to draw closer togetherthe two countries, in spite of the difference ot form
which exists betwcei th# two Governments. If the inter-'
ests at present at stike iu the world be examined closely,
every thing concurs to demonstrate how much that good
understanding was isdicated in advance. Ityie principleswhich the Governmeit of the Emperor defends ure euoh
as speak to the mind of a free nation, and greatly excite
its sympathy. It ie /or the political independence of
Governments, it is 'or the liberty cf conscience, that1
France has taken up arma; aud, whilst she is defending
on land ideas so muca in harmony with those which con-
stitute the basis of American civilization, she lius taken
care that the principles of maritime liberty, so dear to
the great transatlantic nattoD, should be, from the Tcry
outset of hostilities, shielded from the vicissitudes to
which neutrals were accustomed for a century. These
considerations, of the very highest political and moral
order, joined to the powerful material interests which
unite the two countries, between which such importantana corn»n*rei»i transactions Hie dnily goingon, should, we repeat it, establish betwert. <\.am «. «in.'
cere reciprocity of good relations. Aud, in consequence, i
it is with afegret mingled with surprise that we have
seen a series of facts and incidents taking place which
would seem to present another character. With the ex¬

ception of Russia, the Government of the Emperor keeps
up the best relations with all the Governments of the Old
and New World. However, in a foreign court, a differ¬
ence takes place between a diplomatic agent and a repre¬
sentative of France; and that agent, not content with
having originated that difference, altogether of a personal
nature, seems to do all he can by his demeanor and his
language to transform it into a political conflict. Who is
that agent? An Americau Minister. In the New World
the privileges of our consular flag, although founded on
a recent treaty, are disregarded. Which is the country
where our iuternational right has been thus infringed ?
A State of the American Union. Our Davy is everywhere
respected. There is, however, a roadstead in which a
handful of anarchical refugees have seized on the occa¬
sion of the presenoe of our tailors to organize with im-
puuity a demagogical masquerade; and that roadstead is
that of an American town. Facts of this nature, if mul¬
tiplied, would accord but little with the traditions of
friendship and the community of principles and interests
which exist between the two nations, and which seem to
force themselves as a duty on the twe Governments. Dut
it is evidently impossible to see in these incidents any
thing elae than the work of some mischief makers, whose
acts are in discord with the inteutions of the American
Cabinet and nation. Whilst deploring them, wo feel full
confidence that they will remain in the state of purely
individual acta; and we know in advance that the Union,
always animated towards France with a sympathy which
is reciprocal, and whioh will soon be of a century's du¬
ration on both sides, declines the responsibility of inci¬
dents with which it has remained altogether uncon¬
nected.
Thk CbYstalPalack..The statues, paintings, bronzes,

carvings, and other ornamental articles remaining in the
Crystal Palace were advertised for 6ale by auction on

Wednesday. Tlie only articles sold were two splendid
cashmere shawls, which brought $1,125 and $500 re¬

spectively. The former cost $2,700 in Constantinople.
The other articles were withdrawn because there wero no
bids as high as the minimum price, which for some of the
works in marble were u follows: Costa's colossal Colum¬
bus, $1,600; Pagaoe's Eve after the Fall, $1,000 ; Oay-
rard's bust of Cerito, $6')0; Croff's innocenoe, $400;
Cartar'a Iris, $325. Tho Warwick vase was valued at
$5,000.
Melancholy Casualty..On Sunday, the 12th instant,

Mr. CtB.iL Kiksvkni;, a highly respectable citizen of New
Orleans, went a hunting in the Parish of St. Bernard, ac¬

companied by a favorite negro. In the course of the day
they had occasion to cross Lake Leri, and were exposed
to the sudden and severe norther which prevailed that
dAy. While attempting to turn the boat a violent squall
struck and overturned it. Mr. Bienvenn and the n*;f;ro. con¬
trived^ however, to get astride of the boat a* it floated bottom
upward.*, and, paddling with their hands fur four hours, finally
tenched a bleak and desolate point on the thore. The sun

had set, and the wearied huntors knew nut whare they were.

In this forlorn condition Mr. Bienvenu managed, by the aid
of dry grass, to make himself a eouch, where be passed the
freezing night in great discomfort. The next morning the
canoe was launched, and, (hough suffering intensely fruiu ex¬

posure, he crawled in and lay down at the bottom. The ne¬

gro, by dint of paddling, found an outlet, and landed the boat
on the plantation of Mr. Sc&ismanski, where assistance was

Immediately rendered. Mr. Bienvenn appeared to have funk
into sleep, but upon seeking to ronse bim it was perceived, to
ths horror of the bystanders, that he was dead. Etcry effort
was made to reanimate the vita) spark, bnt in vain, llis
remains were yesterday consigned to the grave at Terre aus
Boeufs. it is a fatal and strange coincidence that about ten
days ago Mr. Bienveuu lost a younger brother, who, while
hunting, fell upon a pointed xtake, and reoelved an injury
which proved ultimately mortal. A third brother was some

years ago so aevoraly wounded, while engaged in the same

dangerous sport, that he had to suffer amputation of a limb,
i [iVew Orhcmt Be*.

FURTIIER FROM MEXICO.
The Sifflo XIX. publishes a treaty of peace anil amitywhich has been concluded between the Republics of Sal¬

vador and Honduras. The secoud article provides that
they shall mutually send representatives to their Govern¬
ments j the third provides that the armed forces of one
Power shall not trespass on the territories of the other,
except by previous consent; the fourth provides that
deserters from the armies of the contracting Powirs
shall be mutually restored ou being claimed ; atvl the fifth
provides for (he mutual surrender of fugUive criminals.
The sixth provides that neither Government shall allow
political reftigcts from its neighbor to take asylum underits jurisdiction, or to be accorded means of aunoyance orinjury against tho country from which they may havefled. By the seventh articlu oitizens of the two States
are to be allowed free commercial intercourse under thelaws provided for ths government of each of them, with¬
out any distinction of nationality; and the commercial
treaty between th« two countries of the Oth of March,1847, is declared in full foree. 15y tho eighth duly au¬
thenticated legal documents of either country are to be
considered of authority in the other. This treaty is dated
September 7, 1854.
A curious phenomenon baa lately been witnessed in the

port of VeraCruz. For several days in the beginningof tbis month the shores of the harbor and neighborhood
were strewn with dead fish, cast up from the eca. So
great was the quantity that serious fears were entertain¬
ed lest disease bliould follow from such a mass cf putre-
laction. iiouiea of troops wcro turned out each day, who
gathered the fish and buried them on the spot. A gene¬ral order was issued commanding all those residing in
the Ticinity to take the same steps for the prevention of
disease. An order was also issued prohibiting the sale
of (tab. This phototctnon continued for several days,and at last gradually disappeared, it is interestiBg to
naturalists, »nd we therefore give the following explana¬tion «j» Mr. Adoljphus Ht-gcwisoh, a surgeon in the mili¬
tary hospital, resulting from experiments made by order
of the commandant. In the appearance of all the -fish
the first thing that struck the attention was the inflamed
and protruded state of the eyes, such as ordinarily takes
place in strangulation. This, the Doctor says, was not, as
might be supposed, the result of putrefaction, for the
cose was the same when it had not commenced. On
opening the fish the intestines were observed to bo much
distended with a gas, which, on testing, proved to be car-
bouic acid gas. A decomposition of the contents of the
intestines showed the preseuce of no poison, either min¬
eral or vegetable. A submersion of the intestines and
fish in slaked lime caused the evolution of large' quanti¬ties of carbonic acid gas. He judges, therefore, that the
death of these fish has arisen from asphyxia, caused bythis gas. He concludes that the gas has been evolved
daring a submarine volcanic eruption, and in support of
his opinion refers to Humboldt's Cosmos, page 221. He
also refers to a similar phenomenon which took place in
tho Mediterranean ia 1621, where large quantities of fish
were similarly thrown up on the shores of Corfu, Cepha-lonia, and the coast of Albania, and by their decomposi¬tion caused a plague, which carried off large numbers of
the inhabitants.

THE CHEROKEE NATION.

The oitixens of Tah-le-quah, in the Cherokee Nation,
met on the 28th of October and declared the military post
at Fort Gibson a public nuisance.

At a trial recently keld at Flint district, Cherokee Na¬
tion, four men were sentenoed to be hung on the 1st of
next month. A petition was sent to the Executive for a
reprieve, but it was not granted, Mr. Ross remarking if
the jury who had complete knowledge of the case had
declared them guilty it would be trauscending properbounds for him, who was unacquainted with the circum¬
stances, to render a contrary decision.

Alluding to the proceedings of the late Cherokee Coun¬
cil, the Fayetteville (Ark.) Independent says:

Mr. Phelps was not on such a cold trail after all when
he visited the Cherokees with his Southwestern railroad
scheme. By the action of the Committee and Council of
the Nation a part of the fund arising from the sale of
the neutral lands will be invested in State and United
States 6tocks, and the probability is that the Indians
would prefer that the investment should be made in stock
near home, and for an object that promisossuch immense
benefits to their country.
The action of the Cherokees should arouse our own

people, and our gallaut Legislature should take copy and
do something wonderful. To be outdone by Indians in
an enterprise peculiar to civllixed nations would smack
of disgrace to our State. The Pacific railroad, the hopeof tho South, will certainly engage the tact, talent, and
hearty efforts of every member.
A bill phased the Committee of the Cherokee Council

on tho 25th making it unlawful for the SuperintendentSchOvia ..v persons as teacher® .*.-

suspected of entertaining sentiments ratuiauio to aboli¬
tionism ; and it was further enacted that the different
sheriffs should report any and all ministers and missiona¬
ries to the United States Agent who were suspected of
being abolitionists, and ask for their prompt removal.
Lost in the Council by a vote of 9 to 11.
The Council concurred with the committee providing

ways and means for liquidating the national debt by re¬

commending a speedy retrocession of the neutral lands
to the United States, provided the retrocession is effected,
first to pay the national debt, also to invest in productive
State or United States securities two hundred and fifty
thousand dollars; one-fourth of the interest of which to
be placed to the orphan school, the remaining three-
fourths to be applied to the general school fund, and the
remainder of the principal to 'be left for further legis¬
lation.

In the same bill is a clause authorizing the principal
chief to appoint aa agent to ascertain the number of des¬
titute families and individuals in the nation, and set apart
sixty thousand dollars, or as much thereof as may be ne-

cessury, to feed them until the first of August next; ra¬
tions to be issued for one month at a time.
A bill passed both Houses appropriating $21,100 to

defray the expenses for tho current year of the high and
district schools. A resolution passed to meet the Choc-
taws, Ohickasaws, Creek?, andSeminoles in general coun¬
cil at the corth fork of the Canadian, on the first Mon¬
day of December n«»xt, for tho purpose of protesting
aeaiust the Territorial bill of the lion. R. W. Johnson.
A bill passed both Houses to organize light-horse com¬

panies in the several districts for (he purpose of suppress-
ing crimo, to be composed of one captain, one lienten-
ant, and three privates, each to be appointed and com¬
missioned by the principal chief.
A bill passed both Houses increasing all the salaries of

the officers of the nation.
A bill passed authorizing the principal chief to appoint

tire delegates to Washington to effect the sale of the
neutral lands with the United States.John Thorn, Eiisha
Hicks, Wm. "P. Hons, W. A. Duncan, and D. M. Foreman.
Adjourned «i'nc die,

POLITICAL FUN.
The stupendous farce enacted by the intelligent, sober-

minded people of Massachusetts on Monday has elicited
a variety of facetious comments from those who were
swamped by the deluge:
The Boston Journal cautions politicians against joining

the tfnow-Nothing order, reminding them of the advice of
the old fisherman, " never go clamming at high water."

It was remarked by a person of " eminent gravity"
yesterday morning that the political diah of Monday was
entirely spoiled by the introduction of too much cayenne,
(K. N.)
A rumor prevailed in the city that Mr. Barnum had

arrived in hot pursuit of th* Democratic member of the
House of Representatives.
This Is the only election where a great defeat has been

accomplished without General Apathy being blamed. The
old fellow was not iu command on Monday.
The unspeakable importance of " one vote" will be illus¬

trated next winter by our member in the House. We un¬
derstand he will resist to the last extremity all overtures
for coalition or fusion with the Whigs." six of one and
half a dozen of the other."

It is proposed on all hands that Mr. Hiram C. Brown,
of Tolland, Democrat, should be elected Speaker of the
next House of Representatives; for one thlug is certain,
be will never be accused of partiality in the discharge of
his duties, not having a political friend on the floor 1
The waters are so deep that we onn't see any thing;

we know nothing as to the whereabouts of our candidates
or our late Whig party. Our exoellent Governor has been
completely washed away; Bishop will have to be adrnit-
Ited as a witness on the stand to swear that be was a can¬
didate at all; and as to Wilson, we doubt if there ever
wm euch a man; certainly there is not bow-

tHE RUINS OF GKEYTOWN.

Corrc*pondmc*of the New York Evening Pott.
" Gutroix, Novkmbe* 4, 1864.

There aro just one hundred and three houses, partlyfinished, ncnr being built on the ruins wh-re the'Httle eitjof San Juan, or Grey town, once stood. They hateJBostlythatched rooft'j some are shingled. The houses a|» from
twelve feet sqirare np to one hundred feet long by thirty-five feet w&c, And are scattered over different ports orthe city. 'The inhabitants are not able to build as costlyhouses as they ha'<t before the burning of the city. Therehas been great, j|> consequence of the exposureof the people tdftlM rahlf which came down in torrentsfor days and nights upon them before they could seoure
any shelter. Many were fonnd dead and alone in thewoods some tttte ftfter tbe destruction of the city, andhundreds JMwleft and may never come back. Manyhero have been left destitute who are unable to getthe necevjarfej of life, and others wbo were formerlyrioh are now unable to pay their debts ; the little cash
on hand is absorbed in the construction of houses and
stores.

There is nothing new from1 the interior. (Jbamorsholds the city of Oranadb, and has taken tbe smallschooners on Lake Nicaragua; but Gen. Castalloa holdsVirgin Bay aud has taken possession at Castillo Rapids,about forty miles from the lake down the San Juan river,and about seventy-five miles IVom the mouth of said river,where the bay of San Juan or Greytown is. Tbera is turother place suitable for a city any where else than wherethe city is now rebuilding. All the Central States canhave transportation to and from this city, and the Staff*
of Costa Rica is building a road from JJan Jose to thelittle river Saropokie to the San Juan, sou to send theirproduce down to the city of San Juan, instead of ssnding-it around the Horn.
Tho State of Coata Rica lias already given charters tar

some Americana to navigate the rivers 3m Juan todSarapokie for this purpose, and I tare just beard that*
steamship company has been organized, wbe undertaketo'transport passengers from New York to Sam Juan, opthe river, thence across to Salenas Bay, on the Pacific,and thence to California. This is good news here, amithe people arerejoioing and anxious for the consummation.

THE TEXAS PACIFIC RAKROAD.
A Telegraphic despatch, published several days ago,,stated that Governor Pkask, of Texas, had refused to re¬

ceive the stock offered by Messrs. Walxco, Kim, aud
associates as a deposite to secure the Pacific Railroad con¬
tract. It now appears probable that the deposite has bees
accepted. We gather from the Austin State Times the
following history of transactions in relation to the
contact: .

On the 21st of October Mr. George Haacock placedin the hands of James II. Raymond, State Treasurer, *certificate of twenty-four thousand shares i* the SussexIron Company, at $12.50 per share, amounting to three,hundred thousand dollars. Ou the 28th October arrived
a report of the Sussex Iron Company, exhibiting the con¬dition of that corporation, accompanied by an officialcommunication from Rodman M. Price, Governor of theState of New Jersey, certifying to the correctnessof theexhibit, tho solvency cf the company, and the par mine,of the stock. Geo. M. Dallas, ex-Vice President of theUnited States, and Chancellor Kent, of New York, both
gave certificates, corroborating Gov. Price's, and express¬ing opinions that the stock was at par, and fully satisfied
the*requisition of the twelfth seotion of the act for thn
construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad.

Previous to tho arrival of these evidences of ths value
of the stock Mr. Raymond gave Gov. Pease an informal
notice of the reception of the stock, and submitted the
papers to him for his examination; and we understood
from good authority that the Governor deolared theywould not answer.
On the 28th of October Mr. Raymond notified theGovernor officially of the reception ot the stock, and de¬

signated its character. On the 30th of October bis Ex¬
cellency the Governor addressed a communication to Mr.
Raymond, the State Treasurer, in which he gave am.
opinion that the stocks of the Memphis Mechanics' Bank*and also of the Sussex Iron Company, were not par; or,
to use his own expression, " I consider them insufficient.'"
From last summer up to within a few days past the

Governor had assumed the right of judging of the sof&~
ciency of the securities offered as a deposite, bat it ma,
contended that in hccordmce with the twelfth section of
tho act the Treasurer was the only legal authority to de-
eide the question.
On the 2d November Gov. Pease addressed the follow¬

ing note to Mr. Raymond, the State Treasurer:
Executive Ot rica, Acs.tib, Texas,

November 5, ISM.
Sir: It ha« become nv duty officially to inquire of yon

Kj»*' *.. Tv.J^
Hancock, John Hancock, Jus. II. Raymond, Juines B.
ffm. H. Bourlar.d, H. P. Bee. John W. Harris, Matt. Ward,Leonard Bandall, J. Pincltney Henderson, and E. U. Nichels*who entered into a contract with the Governor of this Stats*
on the 31st day of August last, to construct the Mississippiand Pacific Railroad, under the provisions of " An act to pro¬vide for the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Rail¬
road," approved Deeeinber2l, 1853, have deposited with you,
as the Treasurer of the State of Texas, throe hundred thou¬
sand dollars in gold or silver, or evidences of debt of the Statn
of Texas, or other good par stooks, as a guarantee that fiftymiles or more of said road shall be constructed and in com¬
plete order for business wilhia the term of eighteen months
from the dato of said contract, in accordance with the provi¬sion* of the 12th section of said aot and the terms of the said
contract? And also whether such a depo*.ite was made and
uoeppted by you within sixty days after the said parties en¬
tered into snld contraotT An answer is requested at yourearliest convenience. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
K. M. Pkask.

This latter move rc-opens the whole question. Ths no¬
tice* we made last week were predicated on the declama¬
tions of the Governor and others cognizant of transpiring
events. Until the last day or so we bad viewed the con¬
tract as having expired with the refusal of the Governor
to receive the deposite. Mr. Raymond made the foUow-
ing reply to the Governor :

Treasurer's Orncs, Aestut,
November 4, 1854.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr-Excellency's faTor of the 2d instant, propounding certain in¬
quiries relative to the depoeito of 1300,000 by the contractors
for the building of the Pacific Railroad.

I now respectfully beg leave to answer all of your inquiriesin the affirmative; and further stato that at t . earliest mo¬
ment possible I will lay befure your Excellency my reason,
for so doing.

I Lave the honor to be your Excellency's obedient servaat*.
Ja.mk.9 II. Ratio».

Judging from the Governor's inquiries, it may be infer¬
red he will take the view entertained by others, and deem
the matter settled by the act of the State Treasurer, if
such be the case, there U cause to congratulate the peo¬
ple of Texas upon the final disposition of a question of
vast importance to them in every point of view. Up to
this period we have discovered nothing in the acts or bear¬
ing ofthe Pacific Company to impair confidence.

The Galveston Civilian does not coincide in opinion with,
the Austin Timee as to the consummation of the contract*
The Civilian says:
"The Governor or others may have entertained soma

doubt as to whether be had any thing to do with the de-
posite until after the 30tli October; but he holds that hn
then clearly had the right to speak, as the law says: ' la
case of failure to deposite said amount within the time,
prescribed, said coutract shall be null and void, and th»
Governor is authorised to enter. into another contract."
So soon as the Treasurer presented the bonds to the Qo~
vernor for consideration (which was done) the latter ex¬
amined nnd returned them with his opinion that they
were insufficient, and the reasons for that opinion. 8oh-
sequently this was repeated in a more formal manner im
writing. The Governor now says that even if the Tr«»-
aurer has accepted them they are not a good deposite, and
he (theGoveruor) considers the,contract null android.
This we know to be the case, and it will appear in dn*
time in an offiai.il shape."
Extkxsiyk Uobbert..Some months since the minera*.

logical collection of the Boston Natural Ilistory Society^.having become begrimmed with dirt and dust, was givenin charge of two or three women to be cleansed. On
Wednesday it was discovered that nearly all the speci¬
mens of diamond, topaz, emerald, and other precious
;ems, amounting in value to several hundreds of dollars,had been abstracted. The women state that some gentle¬
men came in and examined the cabinet while they wer*
at work, bnt no clue to the thieves has been obtained.
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